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NEW  YORK  GUILD  FOR 


THE  JEWISH  BLIND 


Founders  of  the  Guild 


■ 
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Five  of  this  group  are  the  original  or¬ 
ganizers  of  the  Guild.  Their  names 
appear  in  capitals.  Left  to  right,  seated: 
MISS  E.  AIMEE  PIZA,  *MRS.  EDWARD  1. 

wilson,  Mrs.  Dore  Felbel,  MRS. 
JOSHUA  piza,  MRS.  R.  l.  zeimer  ;  stand¬ 
ing:  *  Jacob  L.  Frankel,  Abraham  Arndt, 

RPHRATM  B.  LEVY. 


Photographed  June, 
1920 ,  at  opening  of 
Guil  d's  Home,  at 
Y  onkers. 


♦deceased 


Years  of  Service 

On  March  15,  1914,  the  New  York  Guild  for  the 
Jewish  Blind  was  born. 

The  organization  meeting  was  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Joshua  Piza,  today  the  Guild’s  Vice-President  and 
Chairman  of  its  W elfare  Department. 

From  that  humble  beginning  20  years  ago  grew  the 
Guild  of  today — with  its  Home  and  workshops ;  its  ex¬ 
tensive  Welfare  Department,  and  Auxiliaries — ren¬ 
dering  an  all-inclusive  service  to  the  destitute  blind. 
The  highlights  in  the  growth  of  the  Guild  through 
these  two  decades  are  as  follows:  A  year  after  the 
Guild’s  founding,  the  Pencil  Campaign  was  launched. 
It  has  given  work  directly  to  many  blind  and  supported 
many  others.  We  do  the  work  ourselves. 

The  following  year  the  Guild  received  its  charter.  In 
1918,  the  site  of  our  Home  was  purchased  and  opened 
as  a  summer  camp  for  the  blind;  and  a  year  later  saw 
the  formal  opening  of  the  Home — the  first  Home  for 
the  Blind  in  the  United  States  where  the  dietary  laws 
are  observed.  The  succeeding  years  witnessed  the 
opening  of  the  Community  Center;  the  addition  of  a 
Women’s  cottage  to  the  Home ;  the  addition  of  a  men’s 
annex;  the  enlarging  of  the  Community  Center;  the 
organization  of  the  Vacation  Camp  Auxiliary;  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  men’s  annex  and  installation  of  work¬ 
shops;  and,  finally,  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  new, 
fireproof  home. 

In  1928,  plans  were  started  for  the  building  of  the  new 
home — but  these  plans,  unfortunately,  were  halted  by 
the  times.  .  .  .  Adequate  fireproof  quarters,  to  replace 
the  crowded,  wooden  structures  in  present  use,  is  the 
Guild! s  outstanding  need  today. 

The  history  of  the  Guild  is  replete  with  dramatic  inci¬ 
dent — families  and  individuals  rescued  from  despair; 
waning  vision  arrested  and  restored.  And  most  impor¬ 
tant  is  the  quiet  story  of  its  unceasing  everyday  relief 
of  the  misery  of  blindness  coupled  with  poverty  : 


At  our  Home,  blind  children  from  infancy  onward, 
and  men  and  women  at  the  other  end  of  life,  receive 
the  care  of  competent,  kindly  hands.  The  children  are 
sent  through  school,  adjusted  to  their  handicaps,  and 
trained  for  self-support,  with  ample  time  allowed  for 
play  and  diversion.  The  workshops,  recreation  and 
social  exchange  occupy  the  time  of  the  men  and 
women. 

Our  Welfare  Department  (more  fully  described  else¬ 
where  in  this  brochure)  provides  the  blind  with  home 
support,  and  copes  with  the  variegated  problems  of  the 
blind  and  near  blind. 

•T 

Our  Vacation  Camp  Auxiliary  offers  vacations  to  the 
blind  at  Rye,  New  York,  and  a  men’s  dormitory  in  the 
City  where  board  and  lodgings  are  provided  at  nomi¬ 
nal  cost  to  those  able  to  partially  pay  their  way.  The 
Community  Workers  Auxiliary  enables  the  blind  to 
earn  a  livelihood  at  a  variety  of  occupations,  and  fur¬ 
nishes  a  center  for  education,  recreation  and  social 

activity. 


The  Junior  League,  besides  aiding  in  fund-raising,  is 
the  “big  brother”  of  the  younger  blind,  assisting  them 
in  their  many  problems. 


I  bis  is  the  oak  that  from  the  little  acorn  grew — a 
sturdy  tree  for  the  blind  to  lean  upon  in  their  infirmity. 
From  infancy  to  old  age  .  .  .  they  come  to  us  for  home 
and  hope  and  help,  to  ease  the  burden  of  their  affliction. 
To  all  who  assisted  in  the  growth  of  the  Guild — and 
to  those  whose  service  and  generosity  keep  it  alive 
and  growing — we  give  our  profound  thanks,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  blind. 


Rated  A- 1  by 
State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social 
Welfare. 


President. 
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Message  f  rom 
President  Roosevelt 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


Washington,  D.  C. 


February  6,  1934. 


My  D  ear  Mr.  L  evy : 

The  twentieth  anniversary  of  the 
Neil'  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish 
Blind  gives  me  a  welcome  opportunity 
to  congratulate  those  responsible  for 
the  benevolent  and  humane  ivork  al¬ 
ready  accomplished.  In  spite  of  handi¬ 
caps  and  difficulties  of  various  kinds, 
the  Guild  has  carried  on.  Its  bene¬ 
ficiaries  have  become  happier  and  more 
useful  citizens. 

I  send  my  greetings  to  all  connected 
with  the  Guild  and  my  best  wishes 
that  its  work  may  continue  to  be 
blessed  with  a  large  measure  of  suc¬ 
cess. 


I  ery  sincerely  yours. 


FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT. 


MR.  I.  MONTEFIORE  LEVY, 

President,  New  York  Guild  for  the  lavish  Blind, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Into  the  homes  of  the  afflicted  go  the  Guild's  trained 
Welfare  W orkers.  (  Upper  inset )  —  The  ministrations 
of  his  devoted ,  though  partly-paralyzed  wife  are 
his  in  the  home  kept  intact  by  the  Guild's  pension. 


The 
Work 
of  the 

Welfare  Department . 

The  photograph  on  the  opposite  page  por¬ 
trays  a  trained  field  worker  of  the  Guild’s 
Welfare  Department  attending  a  blind,  dia¬ 
betic  pensioner.  This  gesture  is  typical  of  the 
comprehensive  nature  of  the  work  of  this 
department.  No  detail  in  the  welfare  of  the 
needy  blind  is  too  small  or  too  great  for  its 
attention.  Whether  it  be  a  partially  sighted 
person  needing  treatment  and  glasses,  or  a 
homeless  blind  one  seeking  admittance  to  our 
Home;  a  blind  patient  in  the  hospital  in  need 
of  a  cheering  visit,  or  a  home  kept  together 
by  a  regular  pension;  a  blind  person  seeking- 
naturalization  to  qualify  for  the  blind  dole, 
or  a  chance  to  learn  a  trade  and  become  self- 
supporting;  whether  it  be  fuel  for  the  home, 
or  medical  care,  or  an  operation  to  regain  lost 
vision — whatever  the  problem  and  whatever 
the  question,  the  Welfare  Department  under¬ 
takes  to  find  the  solution.  And  its  wide  ex¬ 
perience  and  contacts  with  public  and  private 
agencies  assure  the  blind  one  that  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  find  a  satisfactory  solution  to 
his  problem. 


(Mrs.  Joshua)  Anita  Piza , 
Chairman,  Welfare  Dept. 


Blind 
Cobblers 
at  ljz fjrk  in 
the  Guild's 
Cobbling  Shop 


Here  the  middle-aged  blind,  eager 
to  be  self-sustaining,  are  taught 
the  trade  of  cobbling  and  paid  a 
supporting  wage.  Institutions 
are  urged  to  send  their  repair 
work  to  us,  that  we  may 
keep  these  men  occupied 
and  give  employment  to 
others. 


Forme?' 

Governor 
Alfred  j E.  Smith 

FELICITATES 
THE  GUILD 
ON  ITS 
TWENTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY 


It  gives  tne  great  pleasure 
to  send  you  a  line  of  commen¬ 
dation  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Twentieth  Anniversary  of  the 
New  York  Guild  for  the 
Jewish  Blind. 

I  am  very  familiar  person¬ 
ally  with  the  work  you  have 
done  during  these  twenty 
years  and  with  the  remarkable 
record  you  have  rolled  up  for 
the  improvement  of  conditions 
enabled  to  carry  on  and  become 


A  friend  of  the  blind  buys 
Guild  pencils. 

unfortunate  blind  are 


under  which  the 
useful  citizens. 


My  sincere  congratulations ,  as  well  as  my  good  wishes,  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  your  praiseworthy  efforts  in  this  time  when  the  afflicted  need  help 
and  assistance  more  than  ever. 


Former  Governor  Smith’s  purchase  from  blind  little  Hannah  (shown 
in  the  above  photograph),  opened  the  Guild’s  19th  annual  pencil 
campaign.  For  almost  two  decades,  the  Guild’s  pencils  have 
been  welcomed  in  homes  and  offices,  as  affording  an 
opportunity — through  a  small  donation — to  help 
support  the  helpless  blind,  and  to  give  blind 
and  handicapped  women  a  means  of 
livelihood  in  the  Pencil  Workshop. 

Benjamin  Graham , 

Chairman,  Pencil  Division. 


OFFICERS  AND  DIRECTORS 

Hon.  I.  Montefiore  Levy 

President 

Leonard  M.  Wallstein 

V ice-President 

Ephraim  B.  Levy 

Honorary  President 

Mrs.  Joshua  Piza 

Honorary  Vice-President 
Chairman  Welfare  Division 

Jerome  Lewine 

Treasurer 

Chairman  of  Home 

Abraham  Arndt 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Miss  E.  Aimee  Piza 

Recording  Secretary 

Mrs.  D.  Emil  Klein 

President  Women  of  the  Guild 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Zeimer 

Chairman  of  Purchasing 

M.  Robert  Ellis 

Chairman  of  Membership 

Benj.  Graham 

Chairman  of  Pencil  Division 

Everett  Jacobs 

Chairman  of  Building 

Mrs.  Morris  Meyers 

President  Vacation  Camp  and 
Dormitory  Auxiliary. 


Max  B.  B  RUMMER 
Hon.  William  W.  Cohen 


Maxwell  Davidson,  Jr. 

President  Junior  League 

William  Fishman 
Henry  K.  Heyman 

President  Community  Workers 
Auxiliary. 

Louis  M.  Levine 
Carl  Levis 


Emil  Mosbacher 
Mark  Rafalsky 
S.  H.  SCHEUER 
J.  Stanley  Seeman 
Millard  Shroder 
Frank  J.  C.  Weinberg 


MRS.  ROSE  Z.  MOSCHCOW1TZ,  Executive  Director  of  the  Home 


TREASURER’S  REPORT  1933 

(YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31) 

INCOME: 


Memberships . $23,976.09 

Donations  .  12,888.02 

Dept,  of  Public  Welfare .  6,833.75 

Pencil  Division .  25,389.20 

Memoriams .  2,542.29 

Cobbling  and  Sale  of  Supplies .  985.74 

Theater  benefit,  bridges,  etc .  6,875.59 


EXPENSES 


$7 9,490.68 


Yonkers  Home . $53,994.06 

Maintenance  of  blind  in  their  own  homes .  23,290.58 

Subsidy  to  Community  Workers  Auxiliary .  8,500.00 

Administration  .  6,051.89 


$91,836.53 
Deficit — $12,345.85 

Besides  the  above  expenditures,  our  Auxiliaries  spent  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

Community  Workers . $22,000.00 

( Raised  by  this  auxiliary,  with  the  exception  of  the 
subsidy  indicated) 

Vacation  Camp  and  Dormitory . .  15,000.00 

( Raised  entirely  by  this  auxiliary)  - 

$37,000.00 
Total— $128,836.53 

We  entreat  our  friends  to  help  wipe  out  this  deficit,  which 
exists  despite  the  most  rigid  economies. 

J  erome  Lew  in  e, 

Treasurer. 

The  Guild’s  budget  is  raised  entirely  through  member¬ 
ships  and  contributions.  It  is  not  affiliated  with  Federa- 
.  tion. 
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A  blind  little  ward  of 
the  Guild,  happy  in 
the  devoted  compan¬ 
ionship  of  the  chil¬ 
dren's  mascot. 


One  hundred  years  of 
age !  Serene  in  the 
knowledge  that  his 
pipe  and  his  daily 
needs  are  secure  to 
the  end. 


Honor  Students! 


In  competition  with  sighted  students ,  these  two  Guild  boys  carried  off  the 


class  honors  at  their  High  School. 


Celebrating  the  2nd  anni¬ 
versary  of  his  regained 
vision  after  20  years  of 
blindness — brought  about 
through  the  Guilds  ef- 
•  forts. 


Governor  Lehman 
Se?ids  His  Greetings 


State  of  New  York 
Executive  Chamber 

Albanv 


I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  January  2jth  from  which  I  have  taken 
note  that  the  Neiv  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  will  celebrate  its  20th 
Anniversary  next  month . 

During  all  these  years  you  have  rendered  fine  service  to  the  community 
and  brought  solace  and  some  degree  of  happiness  into  the  lives  of  many  sight¬ 
less  men ,  women  and  children.  I  have  been  familiar  with  your  institution  for 
many  years  and  know  of  the  high  ideals  which  mark  the  activities  of  your 
trustees  and  staff.  I  am  particularly  glad  to  know  that  you  are  maintaining , 
so  far  as  possible ,  a  normal  home  life  for  those  you  care  for  and  providing 
adequate  educational  and  recreational  facilities  for  them. 

I  congratulate  you  and  your  associates  on  the  fine  accomplishments  of 
the  Guild. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


HERBERT  H.  LEHMAN. 


Playing  store  —  or 
house? — Training  their 
fingers  for  the  tasks  that 
lie  before  them  in  a 
world  of  darkness. 


Benignly  contented  and  grateful  is 
this  aged  resident  in  the  Home  of  the 
Guild ,  which  your  generosity  provides. 


The  nurse  is  the  child's  eyes — until 
the  Guild’s  training  adjusts  her  to  a 
world  where  she  must  feel  her  way. 
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Guild  r  e  si  dent  s  usefully 
employed  at  basketry , 
weaving,  caned  furniture 
repairs,  and  the  making  of 
mops ,  br u s lies  ,  rugs  a n d 
other  articles  .  .  .  in  the 
workshops  at  our  Home  in 
1  onkers. 


GIVE  THEM 
YOUR  HELP 

Almost  half  of  last  year’s  defi¬ 
cit  was  due  to  the  decrease 
in  Membership  contributions. 
The  food  and  shelter  of  our 
dependent  blind — their  chance 
for  self-support — their  every 
hope  in  life — depend  on  you. 
You  are  the  staff  on  which 
they  lean  in  their  infirmity. 
Give  them  again  your  sympa¬ 
thy  and  assistance.  Renew 
Your  Membership  and 
Enlist  Another. 

M .  Robert  Ellis, 

Chairman  of  Membership 
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Renew  Your  Membership — Enlist  Another 

NEW  YORK  GUILD  for  the  JEWISH  BLIND 

Office  200  WEST  72nd  STREET,  N.  Y. 

TRAFALGAR  7-2260 


Kindly  enroll  me  as  a . of  the  N.  Y.  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind, 

Annual  Subscription  of . Dollars. 

Name  in  full . - . 

Address . 

Proposed  by . 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MEMBERS 

Asso.  Member . $  5.00  Asso.  Donor . -$  50.00 

Member  .  10.00  Donor  .  100.00 

Patron  .  25.00  Life  Member  .  500.00 


Make  checks  payable  to  the  order  of  the 
New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind. 


Administration  Building  and  Children's  Quarters  of  the 
Guild’s  Home  for  the  Blind,  St.  Johns  and  Crotty  Aves.. 

Yonkers,  New  York. 


THE  GUILD’S  HOME  provides  complete  maintenance 
and  medical  care  for  blind  men,  women  and  children ; 
education,  training,  vocational  guidance,  facilities 
for  play  and  recreation.  Visitors  are  always 
welcome.  We  will  be  glad  to  show  you 
through  the  workshops  for  the  blind, 
and  explain  the  various  phases 
of  the  work  you  are  further- 
ing  by  your  kind 
assistance. 

Jerome  Lewine, 
Chairman  of  Home. 

TRAVELING  DIRECTIONS 

By  Auto:  Up  Grand  Concourse  to  the  end,  turn 
left  to  Jerome  Ave.,  then  north  to  Central  Park 
Ave.,  straight  out  to  Empire  Race  Track,  turn 
left  at  Crotty  Ave.,  and  go  two  blocks  to  Home. 

By  Train:  New  York  Central,  Harlem  Division, 
to  Mt.  Vernon;  No.  7  trolley  to  St.  Johns  Ave., 
turn  left  and  go  two  blocks  to  Home. 

By  Subway:  Lexington  Ave.  line  marked  White 
Plains  to  238th  St.;  take  Central  Ave.  bus,  get 
off  at  Crotty  Ave.,  go  two  blocks  left  to  Home. 
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